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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">A disturbing incident then occurred. The incrimi- <BR>nating paper disappeared. Whitelock, as secretary<BR>to the committee, had custody of all documents<BR>relating to the trial, and he fell under suspicion.<BR>Search for the missing paper was fruitless, and every<BR>member of the committee was ordered by the House<BR>to take his solemn oath that he knew nothing of<BR>what had happened to it. It was noted that Digby,<BR>who, not without reason, was suspected of Royalist<BR>sympathies, was particularly vehement in his dis- <BR>claimer. When the King's papers, however, fell<BR>into the hands of the Parliament after the Battle of<BR>Naseby, among them was found a copy of Vane's<BR>notes in Digby's hand. What had happened was<BR>then clear. Digby had borrowed the notes, and<BR>given a copy to the King for Strafford's use. This<BR>accounted for the readiness, noted by many at the<BR>time as being strange, with which StrafFord replied<BR>when confronted by the document in court. The<BR>assumption is that Digby, the paper having been<BR>missed before he could return it to the files, was<BR>afraid to take the risk of replacing it. He sub- <BR>sequently fought for the King at Edgehill, was<BR>defeated by the Roundheads at Carlisle Sands in<BR>1645, and died as the Earl of Bristol in 1677.</FONT><BR>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">Strafford, having made his ineffectual answer to<BR>this new evidence, was called upon to make any<BR>final defence for himself that he might wish. He<BR>first challenged the competency of any existing law<BR>to bring his alleged offences under the taint of high<BR>treason. No man in the kingdom had come under</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">A disturbing incident then occurred. The incrimi- <BR>nating paper disappeared. Whitelock, as secretary<BR>to the committee, had custody of all documents<BR>relating to the trial, and he fell under suspicion.<BR>Search for the missing paper was fruitless, and every<BR>member of the committee was ordered by the House<BR>to take his solemn oath that he knew nothing of<BR>what had happened to it. It was noted that Digby,<BR>who, not without reason, was suspected of Royalist<BR>sympathies, was particularly vehement in his dis- <BR>claimer. When the King's papers, however, fell<BR>into the hands of the Parliament after the Battle of<BR>Naseby, among them was found a copy of Vane's<BR>notes in Digby's hand. What had happened was<BR>then clear. Digby had borrowed the notes, and<BR>given a copy to the King for Strafford's use. This<BR>accounted for the readiness, noted by many at the<BR>time as being strange, with which StrafFord replied<BR>when confronted by the document in court. The<BR>assumption is that Digby, the paper having been<BR>missed before he could return it to the files, was<BR>afraid to take the risk of replacing it. He sub- <BR>sequently fought for the King at Edgehill, was<BR>defeated by the Roundheads at Carlisle Sands in<BR>1645, and died as the Earl of Bristol in 1677.</SPAN><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">Strafford, having made his ineffectual answer to<BR>this new evidence, was called upon to make any<BR>final defence for himself that he might wish. He<BR>first challenged the competency of any existing law<BR>to bring his alleged offences under the taint of high<BR>treason. No man in the kingdom had come under</SPAN><BR>\
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